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SUFFOLK COUNTY INFORMATION SOURCES

SOURCE TELEPHONE (631)
AGING, OFFICE OF: ... iiiiiiittttittietantnteeseesoseaeansonssnsoesneeanas 853-3610
BOARD OF ELECTION S: ...ttt ittt ietitteetnenrarasaseeeaanensasanas 852-4500
COMMISSIONER OF JURORS: Riverhead .......coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 852-2300

Hauppauge ......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ... 853-4503

COURTS: See telephone book blue pages, “County Offices”
EDUCATION: Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) Eastern Suffolk .... 289-2200
Western Suffolk .... 549-4900

LOCAL SCHOOLS: See telephone book white pages under name of local school district.
STATE UNIVERSITY: See telephone book blue pages “State Offices”
SUFFOLK COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE: See telephone book blue pages, “County Offices”

EXECUTIVE: Hauppauge ..o oo vintieiiie ittt iienetnetneneeneeneanenneanennns 853-4000
L <3 4 1== o PP 852-1600
EMERGENCY, FIRE AND RESCUE: .. .....iittiitiittintenneeneeeneenesenseneannsnnss 911
HEALTH: ... ittt ittt tetteneeeneeneeeseeneeneeensenseensansanannns 853-3036
HOSPITALS, REGIONAL: Central Suffolk, Riverhead ..........cciiiiiiiieneann. 548-6000
Brookhaven Memorial ........cciuiiiiiiinninnrnnennns 654-7100

University Hospital, Stony Brook ....................... 689-8333

LEGISLATURE: Hauppauge .....uvuiiiiiniineiieiernneneneenennennenannnns 853-4070
Riverhead ... ..ottt ittt eeeneeneenneaneannnnns 852-1700

For individual legislators, see telephone book blue pages,
“County Offices” County Legislature
PARKS: Green Key Reservation System ..........coiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinennennn, 854-4949
(for golf and camping) « ..o vvviin it i i 244-7275 (PARK)
TOWN AND VILLAGE OFFICIALS: See telephone book blue pages,
“Local City, Town & Village Offices”

SENIOR CITIZEN HOT LINE: Western Suffolk County ...........covviiiiiiin.. 853-3629
Eastern Suffolk County .........cooiiiiiiieeaa., 852-1420
SOCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT: 830 amto4:30pm ...covvuieiiininnenennenn. 854-9700
Nights, Weekends & Holidays .........c.cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinn., 854-9100
Child Protective Services (abuse, maltreatment reporting) ............ 342-3720
SOCIAL SECURITY: . oottt ittt ittt ettt iiie i iiiee s (800) 772-1213
TRANSPORTATION: 8:30amto4:830 P «vvveinenin ittt iiiineneenennnnn 852-2000
AMTRAK . i i i i e i i e e (800) 872-4245
LongIsland Rail Road .........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine, 822-5477
MacArthur AIrport ..ottt i it it it 467-3210
Public Buses, 8:30 am to 4:30 Pm « oo vin ittt i e 852-5200
SCAT (SC Accessible Transit, for handicapped) ....................... 853-3712
Ferries:
Port Jefferson-Bridgeport . .....oooiiiiii it 473-2743
Orient Point-New London, CT ... .iiiiiiiii it iiiiineennnnn 323-2525
Fire Island from Bay Shore ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininn.n. 665-3600
Fire Island from Sayville ........ ...t 589-0810
Shelter Island, South Ferry .............. ... oot 749-1200
Shelter Island, North Ferry ......... ... o ity 749-0139

Additional telephone numbers in area code 631 are included on pages 83 through 88
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COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

ROBERT J. GAFFNEY
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

“This is Suffolk County” is the most comprehensive document ever produced
about our County and County government, and I'd like to thank the League of
Women Voters of Suffolk County for compiling it. This booklet is the result of
literally months of research on behalf of the League, and the finished product is
one that we all can be proud of.

With over 1.4 million residents, Suffolk is the largest County in New York State,
outside of New York City, and this booklet helps capture the full essence of our
County. From the high-tech industries in western Suffolk to the rural spaces of the
East End, our County offers a rich and diverse environment in which to live, work
and raise a family.

We're proud of Suffolk County and all it has to offer. Through this booklet you
will see why Suffolk is considered one of the most desirable places to live in the

entire country. Indeed, welcome, to Suffolk County!

Sincerely,

1 ERex)
=Rty
ROBERT J. GAFFNEY

Suffolk County Executive

H. LEE DENNISON BLDG. ® 100 VETERANS MEMORIAL HWY. H PO.BOX6100 = HAUPPAUGE,NY 11788-0099 = (631) 853-4000
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF SUFFOLK COUNTY

Dear Citizens:

From the spirit of the suffrage movement came a great idea - the idea that a
nonpartisan, grassroots organization could provide political education and
experience that would contribute to the growth of the citizen and thus forward the
success of democracy. The League of Women Voters was founded, over 80 years
ago, on this idea: democracy is not something we have, it is something we do.

In this new 21st century, the League has broadened its vision, membership and
legislative agenda. It continues to influence public policy through advocacy and
education. It continues to empower people to make a difference in their
communities. In its town hall meetings and candidate forums in dozens of
hamlets and towns across Suffolk County, the League offers voters balanced,
nonpartisan information about the issues and the political process.

The Suffolk County Leagues in Brookhaven, the Hamptons, Huntington,
Riverhead, Shelter Island and Smithtown thank the County Executive and staff
for their continued support in bringing “This is Suffolk County” to local citizens
and students. This informative book is a part of the League’s mission: to promote
good government and positive solutions in making democracy work.

Jacqui Lofarc

\
. A

resident

Suffolk County League of Women Voters

ii



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This booklet was prepared and published by the League of Women Voters of
Suffolk County, New York, in cooperation with the Office of the Suffolk County
Executive, Robert ]. Gaffney, and the Presiding Officer of the Suffolk County

Legislature, Paul |. Tonna.

EDITOR
Trudy Gaus

PRESIDENT, LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS
SUFFOLK COUNTY
Jacqui Lofaro

COUNTY EXECUTIVE
COORDINATOR

Tim Ryan, Director of
Communications
Suffolk County
Executive Office

FORMAT AND
COVER DESIGN
Gaus Graphic Designs

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Henry Mangels
Adam Gaus

CONTRIBUTORS
Ruth Cusack

Ruth Erk

Adam Gaus

Edith Gordon
Elizabeth Hubbard
Ann Kellett
Arlene Nolan
Margaret Olness
Ruth Schwarz
Victoria Siracusa
Marguerite Tanner
Susan Wilson

The Lerague of Women Voters of Suffolk County wishes to thank the governmental
divisions, departments, boards and agencies for supplying much of the content for
“This is Suffolk County.” The content was edited by the above contributors, who also
wrote additional material. We especially thank the personnel of the Print Shop, who
typeset and printed the book, for their expertise and assistance, especially, Steven
Figari, William Schmidt, Frank Worm, Christine Goldstein, Carol Barber, Richard
Page, Patricia Anastasia, and Linda Kresse. We also thank Wallace W. Broege,
Director of the Suffolk County Historical Society for his cooperation in providing
historic photographs used throughout the text.

Cover photos by Henry Mangels: Beach front at Robert Moses State Park,
Port Jefferson ferry, Montauk Point Lighthouse, Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, The Big Duck, East End farm

League of Women Voters of Suffolk County
P.O. Box 1440, Stony Brook, NY 11790
(631) 862-6860
www.lwo-suffolkcounty.org



THIS IS SUFFOLK COUNTY

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter 1:

Chapter
Chapter
Chapter

Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter

Chapter 10:
Chapter 11:
Chapter 12:
Chapter 13:
Chapter 14:
Chapter 15:
Chapter 16:
Chapter 17:
Chapter 18:
Chapter 19:

2
3
4
Chapter 5:
6
7
8
9

Profile of Suffolk County ..............cooiiiiiii
Local Government  ................cooiii
Executive Branch .................
Legislative Branch ...
Judicial Branch ...
Financing County Government .....................oco,
Managing County Government .....................oo
Intergovernmental Relations .......................
Political Activities in Government ......................coo.
Department of Social Services —.................coo,
Department of Health Services ........................
Education ...
Law Enforcement and Public Safety ..........................
Department of Public Works (including transportation) .........
Environmental Control ...
Parks, Cultural Affairs, and Conservation ..........cccovvvvvivnnnn..
Department of Planning .....................o
Hospitals in Suffolk County ...,
Suffolk Cooperative Library System ...........................
Suffolk County Officials ....................
Suffolk County Legislature .......................o,
Suffolk County Departments ...................cocoi,

TN X oo

11
17
23
31
35
37
45
49
53
57
63
67
69
73
75
81
83
84
86
89




Courtesy of Suffolk County Historical Society, Riverhead

Figurehead of Hercules from the battleship Ohio, 1900,
Canoe Place, NY
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