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2016 was a remarkable year for the League of Women Voters of the United States as well as the

League of Women Voters Education Fuhevasalsoa presidential election year of histoaic
importance thatgave the Leaguanopportunity to reach millions ofotersacross the country.

Our advocacwynd educatiorwork has an enduringpositiveand significantimpact atboth state
and federal leved Our leadership on voting rights continuesréaseour visibility in the press
and the American publicontinuesto rely on ourreputable,non-partisan organizatiocreated
to encourage active participation in government.

Below we reflect on the important work we have accomplished th& pear:
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The League works yeaound, every year, to empower millions of people to register and vote.
We saw unprecedented success in 2016.
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candidates in nearly 24,000 races
across the country

Handwritten thank you note from a VOTE411 user


http://www.vote411.org/
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=HxieIgezUPTmecSmPrSzS6TKakhpxodo

In 2016, VOTE411 was bigger and better '
than ever before

Every singleoter in America was able to
cometot he L e/V@TE4Ibrgsiteto
find information about voting in theistate,
including which candidates were on their
ballot. In all, the site served more than 4
million voters in 2016, an unprecedented
reach.

A billboard in Kalamazoo, Michigan,

weeks before the election (Nov 2016)

VOTE411 Widget with logo

VOTEB11WIDGET
Find personalized voting,

ballot and polling place The League worked to develop a VOTE411 widget for the
KNonRation. 2016 election cycle.

St The stanehlone application allowed League partners and
s media outletsto displaythis digital votesfriendly tool on

State* |- Select - their websites.
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A project of the Leagos This is an area the League plans to grow in future

SLIRA Yo elections, to help reach more voters and provide our

va E4-" g election services to additional audiences.
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ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED
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Over 500 debates and candidaterums hosted nationwide

Candidates at every level of governmerftom city council to state legislature to Congress
participated in Leagusponsored forums and debates in 2016. Leagues around the country
hosted hundreds of opportunities for voters kear directly from the candidates.



More than 350 state and local Leagues
participated in National Voter Registration
Day, hosting well over 400 voter
registration events ancdcontributing to
registering more than 19,000 voters.

Over 300 egional and local news articles
mentioning Leagueelated voter
registration events in conjunction with
National Voter Registration Day.

The League of Women Votassproud to have beethe largest orthe-ground participant in
National Voter Registration Day for the last five years running.
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Nearly 19,000 new Americans registered to vote.

Leaguevolunteersregisteredtens of
thousands ohew citizens tovote in
2016.

In the spring of 2016, the League of
Women Voters Education Fund
launched a program to support these
volunteerdriven efforts in fourteen
communities nationwide.

From Houston to Atlanta, Upstate
New York to South Carolina, 500+
League volunteers attended more
than 220 naturalization ceremonies,
interacting with tens of thousands of
brand-new citizens.

A League volunteer supports a new citizen registering t
vote, Los AngelesCA
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Leaguevolunteers in 25 communities
registered nearly 15,000 high school and

community college students to vote this
past spring.

Now in its sixth year, the
Voter Registration Project has successfully

registered tens of thousands of youpgople to

vote.

League volunteerhandedout more than 19,000
educational materials to students and collected
nearly 15,000 completed voter registration
applications.

High school students in Union County, North Carolina f
out voter registration forms
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Our work to defend the rights of voters is haviagpositivemajor impactacross the country.

From courtrooms to Congress, LWVUS is working to increase understanding of major public
policy issues antb influence public poliy through education and advocacy.
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Members of the LWVUS Lobby Corps met with members of Congress and their staff on several

key pieces of legislation this year. Topics included the Voting Rights Act, presidential public
financing, restructuring the EleadBPowerPlanEl ect i on
Lobby Corps is a group of volunteéi@m DC, Maryland and Virginia who meet for briefings

once a month in the LWVUS office.



LWV Board Staff meetwith House MinorityLeader Nancy Pelosi during Lobby Da

#UaBRa #EAI &
The League intervened in many legal battte2016—from redistricting to proof of citizersp
to environmental concerns. @ successfukfforts continue to protect voters.

Kobach v. EAC

LWVUS, LWVKS & LWVAZ argued that the decision of
the states of Arizona and Kansas to require proof of
citizenship when registering to votdisenfranchises
voters Case is pending.

Ohio Voter Purge Case

The League joined Common Cause and Project Vote
on an amicus brief to the United States Court of Appeals in the caseRifillip Randolphnst.
v.JohnHusted The brief argues that Ohio's decision to rembuadreds of thousands of

voters from the rolls violated provisions in the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the
Help America Vote Act (HAVAhe League of Women Voters of Obang into action, calling
potentially affected voters to ensure they were able to cast a vote on Election Day.

Virginia Redistricting Case

The Leage joined an amicus brief in the caseB#thuneHill v. Virginia State Board of
Elections The case argues that the Virginia legislature's redistricting map was intentionally
gerrymandered on the basis of race.


file:///C:/BackUp%20Documents%20Old%20Dell%208400/LWVUS/Drafts%20for%202016%20Convention
http://lwv.org/files/VOTE.Ohio_.purge_.case_.BriefofAmiciCuriae.72016.pdf
http://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/bethune-hill-v-virginia-state-board-of-elections/

Florida Extending Voter Registration Deadlines

In October WV ofFloridafiled an emergencyomplaintagainst the Governor and Secretary of
State for refusing to extend voter registratioleadlinesn the aftermath of Hurricane

Matthew. In a huge victory for the League,
the judge ruled in favor of voterextending
voter registrationfor an additional week

Clean Power Plan (June 2016)

League supporters attended public hearings
andsentover 90,000 messages to President
Obama and the EPA over the course of the

- Clean Power Plan rules finalization process.
The Final Rule reflects much of the feedback that the EPA redeoradhe League.

League of Women Voters v. Newby

LWVUS and the state Leagues of Alabama, Georgia and Kansas filed a brief on appééifor
Newby Eligible voters in these three states are being prevented from registering to vote
without documentary proof otitizenship when an applicant uses the federal mail voter
registration application form.

McCrory v. Harris

LWVUS joined an amicus in the case and the brief
argues that the North Carolina legislature's
redistricting map was intentionally
gerrymandered on the basis of race and
therefore cannot be legalized by using the
explanation that it was a politicglerrymarder.

Zubik v. Burwell

The League joined an amicus brief in the case c/
Zubik v. Burwella challenge to the contraceptions™
accommodation in the Affordable Care Act.

Fisher vUT

The League of Women Voters joinedanicus briefiled by the Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights, the Southern Poverty Law Center and 16 other organizations concerned about civil
rights and equal access to education. The brief supports the University of Texas admissions
policy as necessary in ordarfstudents to receive the vast and critical benefits associated with
diverse campus environments.


http://lwv.org/press-releases/league-files-complaint-against-florida-governor-refusing-extend-voter-registration
http://lwv.org/blog/epa%E2%80%99s-clean-power-plan-continues-be-tested
http://lwv.org/files/LWV.v.Newby_.appeal.brief_.pdf
http://lwv.org/files/redistricting.amicus.NC_.racial.pdf
http://lwv.org/tags/zubik-v-burwell
http://lwv.org/blog/fisher-v-university-texas-gets-its-second-day-us-supreme-court
http://lwv.org/content/league-joins-amicus-brief-fisher-v-university-texas-austin

Evenwel v. Abbot

This casewill determine whether states areequired to use a metric other than total
population, such as registered voters or citizen voting age population (CVAP), in redistricting.

Oregon Climate Change

LWVUS and LWVOR filedaanicusbrief in the U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon in
the case ofluliana et al. v. United StatéEhe Leagusupporisthe 21 young people from across
the U.S. who filedhe landmark constitutional climate change lawsuit against the federal
government, via the Eugene, Oregbased organization, Our Children's Trust.
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TheLeague’' s advocacy work addr essefdmstanding cr i t i

up to Citizens United, to calling for a full restoration of the Voting Rights Act, to ending off
shoredrillingand more

Stand Up Against Citizens United

So many of oumembers and supporterseeded
our call to ell their Representativeto co-
sponsorand upport HR 425,
PAG-Candi date Coordina
by Representatives David Price and Chris Van|
Hollen.

Repair the Voting Rights At

Members and supportersagerly complied with our requesd

. urgeCongresso repair and modernize the Voting Rights Act
Senators and Representatives were asked to quickly move the
Voting Rights Advancement Act forward and end voting
discrimination in the country

Permanently Protect the Arctic and Atlantic from Offshore Dntj!

A letter was crafted and signed by many members and supporters to send to President Obama,
imploring him to put the health of our people before the needs of big pollytand to preserve
and protect the Arctic and Atlantic to help stop climate change.

Fix the Federal Election Commission (FEC)!

Members and supporters urged Congréssupport and cesponsor the Federal Election
Admini stration Act to establish a new, effect
campaign finance laws


http://lwv.org/blog/us-supreme-court-considers-idea-representation
http://lwv.org/press-releases/climate-change-lawsuit-breaks-new-ground-league-women-voters-joins-historic-effort
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Stop Voter Suppression

Qurposte |l ecti on petition to
receivedover 10,000 signaturem the first 2 weeks
The 2016 election was the first presidential election in
50 years without full protection of the right to votand
there promises to be more in 2017. We asked membe
and supporters to stand with the League to enstirat
elections are always free, faind accessibleand to
work with the League to stop voter suppression tactics
that threaten our democracy and the right to vote.

ACAMust Comply with NVRA

ThelLeague ptitioned President Obama to ensure that federah health insurance exchanges
set up under the Affordable Care Act (A@A) offer eligible applicants voter registration
services in compliance with NVRA.
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On Election Day, hundreds of League

volunteers served as election monitors at
polling places around the country.

More than 117,000 calls to the
hotline call center in 2016

Throughout the year, hundreds of Leagues
worked yeafsround to protect voters and
ensure a smooth process. Leagues held
thousands of meetings with elections officials
to encourage preparedness.

On Election Day, hundreds of League volunteelElection Protection is the nation's largest
served as election monitors at polling places  nonpartisan voter protection coalition.
around the country.

In Washington DG our League staff contributed to the Election ProtectiGnalitioncall center,
helping voters find the information thayeeded and reporting the barriers voters faced in this
election.

$uppress|


http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=12567
http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=12249
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Throughout the election year the League partnered with many groups and organizations to

reach more voters.

Desgning for Our Democracy Getting Out the
Vote with AIGA

The Leagejoinedwith AIGA the professional association fo
design, for a Get Out the Vote initiative.

Graphic designers across the country submitted sleek,
beautiful and inclusive posters to encourage participation i
the critical 2016 electiond/OTE411.org was featured as a
key resource on each of the hundreds of posters created.

As part of this partnership, VOTE411.org was also feature
a SpanisHanguage PSwhich ran daily for months omV
Azteca nationwide, reaching an estimated 39 Million Hispa
individuals before Election Day. This partnership also resu
in a major Los Angel es eve
League, and voter engagement partners. The partnership | f& i“—f«‘
also yelded local opportunities for Leagues and led to

significant social media visibility for the League and for VOTE411.org.

GET OUT THE VOTE=: VEOTEA T ore
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In the spring, he League of Women Voters partnered with
Award-winning singer/songwriter Patty Griffin, Sara

Watkins and Anais Mitchellor a major U.S. concert tour

and huge voter engagement drivEheir ultimate goalvasto
energize women to vote by focusing on the strength they
wield in all walks of life and convincing them of their
potential for altering the course of histor¥hrough this
partnership, 38 local Leagues had the opportunity to directly
address tens of thesands of conceftjoers and provide
personalized voting assistance to fans in each of the cities on
the tour.

GRAMMY® Awardvinning singer/songwriter Patty Griffin


http://www.aiga.org/
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The League staff works to promote the hard work
do all year long. From press outreach to social me

posts, the national staff is engagadcommunicating
our activities to gain recognitiofor the League.
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Telling our stories in the forms of €ius, letters to
the editor, and media interviews reaches millions o
voters and establishes @sleaders in the voting
rightscommunity.

Looking ahead to 2017, we expect our upcoming
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centennial anniversary toagnish media attention as \ 7 4 T p The
well as a new social media campaign for the Leag j&i‘; ",‘j@k n“""‘““t““
to commemorate our history. Post
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Throughout 2016 the League was featuredtens ofthousands of media reports about voting

rights, policy positions, the election, our coucases and VOTE41WVe continue to be seen as
a goto sourcebecause oburrecord on voting rights and our history in American politics.

League leaders have written letters to the editor in newspapers around the country and placed

op-eds inpublications reaching hundreds of thousands of voters.

More than 835(000rmedianmentions innewsiarticle
and publications'thiseyear

@W 25 ways to be
A—AVAV, politically active ...
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At my polling location, | met Betsy Dunn, a
woman in her 90s active with @LWV who has
been waiting for this day for a long time.
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- Over 2 million social media impressions in

November alone

More than 86,000 likes on FacebOLlf,/j

16,000+ followers on Twitter g

Across our platforms the League of Women Voters
of the United States and the League of Women
Voters Education Fund are sharing our work and
engaging voters to grow our network and expand
our visibility.
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Candidate debates have a long history in American Poliicgl so does the League. This year,
LWVUS serdn open letter to the Presidential and ¥iPresidential Debate Moderatqrsrging
them to keep voters at the forefront of the debates.
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ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

WOMEN VOTERS”

2016

Presidential Debate

Election Student Climate Voter Civil Rights
Day Loans Change Protection
Gun Control Clean Democracy Election Day | Immigration
Water Reform
FREE
- Paid
Universal Family m Affordable Food/ or
Pre-K i M Education | Agriculture
Affordable Lead Equality Living Health Care
Housing Pipes Wage

Military/ or
Veterans

www.lwv.org

sgctb:t;/ Redistricting | Criminal | Children/ or

or Cyber Justice Kids
Hacking

Use hashtags #LWV #DEBATES @LWV @VOTE411
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TheLeagueprepared a Debate Watch Kit to help voters

evaluate candidates and have some fun while
watching.

Tips for hosting a debatavatch party
Debate Watching 101
Tips for evaluating candidates

Sample social media content to join the
conversation about debates

i

]


ttp://lwv.org/content/our-open-letter-presidential-and-vice-presidential-debate-moderators
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In the weeks leading up to the electiomget
credibility of the electoral system was
guestioned.

In response, the League staff launched the

campaign “| Kknow my v ovidin
social media recommendations with key
messages, s har i n gsticgenso

anddrafting templates for letter writing and
posts

Over 1,000 Facebook users create
temporary profile pictures to
proudly support the League
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campaign
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Listen to Voices The League is excited to partner wikhe Union
F h Edge the only nationallysyndicated labor talk
rom the League radio program in the countnStarting in January

2017,League leaders will participate in regular
First & Third Tuesdays 'ﬁ@ radio segments to discuss voting rights, public

@ 1:30pm ET Edae: policy issues and advoca®&yery first and third
LaBors TaLx a0 Tuesday of the month at 1:30pm ET

As we look forward to 2017, the League is gearing up for the ongoing challenges we continue to

face to preserve voting rights and other civil liberties. Ouy88rold organization is reclaiming
the movement to ensure equality of the vote as we move tadvanr 100" anniversary

Together,wewilt ont i nue to carry out the League’ s wor
so thatALL Americansanenjoy the same libertieand freedoms.


https://theunionedge.com/
https://theunionedge.com/

